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Messages
To the Members of the Subordi
nate Granges of Maine
I wish most respectfully to call your atten
tion to the fact that at the last session of the
Legislature of Maine it was voted, by two-
thirds of all the members present, to submit to
the legal voters of the State a proposition to
amend the constitution of Maine to extend the
right of suffrage to the women of
the state, with the same qualifica
tions and restrictions now enjoyed
by men.
This proposed amendment is to
come before the voters now quali
fied to pass upon it at a special elec
tion called by the Governor, to be
held on the 10th day of September,
1917, when it is to be decided by
a majority of the voters whether
or not the amendment is to be
adopted or rejected. Much will de
pend upon the action of the mem
bers of the order of patrons of
husbandry as to what the result
will be.
It would seem to be unnecessary
to call the attention of the members
of this order to the fact that their
great organization was the pioneer,
the first to admit men and women
to full and equal rights and privi
leges of membership, with restric
tions exactly alike upon both men
and women—no limitations for
women that did not apply with
equal force for men. This fact
has, from the first, in the
growth and development of this
great organization, been its foun
dation, its corner stone, its chief
source of strength and permanency,
without which this order would
never have attained the prominence
nor achieved the many successes
of its history up to the present
time.
More than this, it is universally
admitted by all students of the his
tory of the Grange that if the mem
bership should now be restricted to
men only, the order would not survive ten
years. This is not sentimentalism, but hard
facts; therefore, it is hard to understand how
any member of the Grange can claim to be
true to his obligation as a patron that goes to
the polls and votes against granting the right
of citizenship to the women of Maine. Cer
tainly it cannot be because they are not quali
fied to exercise the responsibilities of citizens
intelligently.
The most frequent argument heard is that a
majority of the women do not want to vote;
if this is true, the answer is : right and justice
cannot be estimated in numbers ; and also that
to Maine
a majority of the men seldom vote, that in a
democracy all people qualified by intelligence
and character should not only be permitted but
encouraged to vote.
If it is claimed that good women would not
vote, I answer that good women do vote, wher
ever permitted, and by their vote improve the
conditions of public service ; this has been in
variably the case. If it is claimed that equal
Why Maine Needs the Suffrages of Women
" I believe the state of Maine needs the influence of the women.
In the midst of the tremendous task that we are entering upon we
must not forget that along with this great enterprise across the
ocean there must go on the enterprises at home, and one of the
great enterprises is the government. The question is not whether
or not we will have suffrage, but when. I hope that we will lead as
far as New England is concerned in the movement which will sweep
across the continent in a few years."
CARL E. MILLIKEN, Governor of Maine.
Why Maine Women Need the Suffrage
The women of Maine in the present great struggle for political
equality fully recognize the burdens which citizenship will lay upon
them, but they equally recognize the necessity for assuming these
burdens. They realize that great problems will confront us at the
close of the war and that these problems can only be solved by gov
ernment, and as many women will be vitally concerned in these
problems, they should be given a voice in their solution.
Some of these problems will be the adjustments in the industrial
world, the settling of social problems, the care of dependents. This
class will be greatly increased by the ravages of war. All the issues
with which women are concerned today in the conservation of public
health, the problems of food production, food preparation, and food
consumption will be increased at the close of the war.
There are today between ten and twelve million women in industry.
This number will greatly increase in the next year as men leave the
field of industry for the field of war. What shall be done with these
women when men return to the peaceful pursuits of commerce and
industry once more? Great social questions will arise, which will be
peculiarly the problems of women. The widows and orphans, and
others who shall become dependents, these will all be the care of the
government and women will want to share in that care.
No war in the history of the world will bring such great problems
or lay such grievous burdens upon woman as the war in which we
are now engaged and it will demand of every woman in the state of
Maine and every other state in the country to be at her best to meet
the situation when the war ends. No woman can be at her best who
is deprived of a voice in the affairs of the government.
As a matter of efficiency, economy, and preparedness, words much
used in these days, the women of Maine should be granted full suf
frage on September 10 by the men of Maine. To accomplish this
thousands of women in the state have been giving their very best in
time, strength, and money, and we believe that victory must crown
their sacrificial efforts.
DEBORAH KNOX LIVINGSTON.
Chairman of Maine State Suffrage Campaign Committee.
suffrage would double the number of the ignor
ant, the criminal and foreign voters, I answer
that more girls than boys attend the higher
schools, that but one criminal in every twenty is
a woman, and that the number of native born
women is ten times as large as that of foreign
born.
If it is claimed that women are now repre
sented by men and can make laws by indirect
influence, I answer that law enforcement is
even more important than law enactment, and
both can be had much better by direct than by
indirect influence. Men would not be willing
(Continued on page 247)
John Kendrick Bangs on Suffrage
By Himself.
" I am heart and soul in favor of woman
suffrage in spite of those Washington suffra
gists let loose upon a suffering world by a too
lenient President. I am for woman suffrage as
a matter of simple justice to women.
" All the arguments of the antis and all the
foolishness of the notoriety-seeking militants
do not change the fundamental fact that
woman is exactly as capable of vot
ing intelligently as man, and in this
day and generation when women
are taking so large a part in the
civic, the industrial, the educa
tional, as well as the social life of
the nation—using the word social
in its larger sense—there is not the
slightest valid reason in the world
for looking upon her as an inferior,
but rather every reason in the
world for making her the political
equal of men. Despite the asser
tions of interested parties as to the
failure of the women to do effective
work in public matters in states
where the suffrage has already been
granted women's work in those
states has been beneficial.
" I know what I am talking about
for I have visited many of those
states in the course of my last win
ter's work. I have taken the trou
ble to investigate in California, Ore
gon and other western states and
conditions there are bettered by the
influence of women, and in certain
parts of California men who fought
the cause tooth and nail, now that
it has been tried, have told me that
nothing could ever induce them to
go back to former conditions. Gar
rulous orators from the west have
come east to picture demoralizing
conditions which do not exist out
side their own imaginations. The
unwomanliness of the voting
woman is a favorite topic of these
precious antagonists of the cause,
their observations having no foun
dation in fact that would not be
laughed out of court by any judge
and jury outside of a lunatic asylum.
" In Colorado and California woman has not
been lowered by contact with the voting-booth,
but the voting-booth has been disinfected by
contact with woman. The thug and the saloon
no longer beautify or dignify the American
voting place where woman's inuence is felt, and
the chief glory of the American citizens, the
right to govern himself, is not dimmed by con
tact with debasing and corrupting things as it
used to be on election day.
" They tell me the women of Maine don't
want to vote. Well, I don't know whether they
(Continued on page 250)
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" Poll taxes are levied in Maine under the
authority of Section I, Chapter 9, Revised
Statute of 1903, which section reads as follows :
" 'A poll tax shall be assessed upon every
male inhabitant of the State above the age of
twenty-one years, whether a citizen of the
United States or an alien, in the manner pro
vided by law unless he is exempted therefrom
by this chapter; which said poll tax shall not
exceed three dollars and shall not be less than
one dollar.'
" The exemption suggested in this chapter is
found in Paragraphs 7 and 8 of Section 6 of the
same chapter and reads as follows :
" ' The following property and polls are ex
empt from taxation : The polls and estates of
Indians, and the polls of persons under guar
dianship, also the polls and estates of persons
who, by reason of age, infirmity or poverty, are
in the judgment of the assessors unable to con
tribute toward the public charge; and polls of
all soldiers and sailors who receive state pen
sions.'
" You will notice that the poll tax is not in
Maine assessed upon voters ; nor has its assess
ment anything to do with the voting privilege.
If women were given the ballot in Maine, be
fore a poll tax could be assessed upon them it
would be necessary to amend our statute, as
now the poll tax is assessed upon 'male In
habitants,' and making a woman a voter could
not in any sense be construed as making her a
male inhabitant.
" Under the proposed amendment the word
'
male
' in the Constitution is to be construed
as including both male and female. But the
sections of law above quoted are not a part of
the Constitution. They are statutory provisions
and there is nothing in the proposed amend
ment which alters or changes in any way the
scope of the word ' male
' in statutes.
" I have no hesitation in saying that without
action by the Legislature directed to that end a
poll tax could not be assessed upon women
voters provided that the suffrage resolve was
accepted at the coming election. And I do
not see how any different view of the matter
could be taken by any lawyer who examines
the resolve in the light of existing laws.
" (Signed) W. R. Pattangall.
" Former Attorney Gen'l."
Maine Educators Active for
Suffrage
All the way from Kittery to Fort Kent the
Educators of Maine are aiding in the campaign
for the ballot for women.
Dr. Augusta O. Thomas of Augusta, for
merly of Nebraska, who has recently been
elected superintendent of schools in this State,
says :
" It would hardly seem necessary for
one to declare his allegiance to equal rights
when he comes from a State which has re
cently granted all the rights of suffrage to
women possible under the constitution of the
State.
" Modern conditions are forcing equal repre
sentation upon us very rapidly. We do not
need to deal with the moral side of this ques
tion any longer, for economic reasons are forc
ing the issue.
" The women of our country should have the
right of suffrage. They are entering practically
all of the professions and occupations, earn
ing, accumulating and handling property, and
require such representation as suffrage can
give as a special and economic necessity."
President Robert J. Aley of the University
of Maine, who has just completed his service as
head of the National Education Association, is
a member of the executive board of the Men's
Equal Suffrage League of Maine. Prof. Caro
line Colvin of the U. of M. faculty, is secre
tary of the state suffrage campaign commit
tee, and Mrs. Huddilston, wife of Prof. J. H.
Huddilston of the faculty, is chairman of the
campaign committee in Orono. Mrs. Jones,
wife of the late Ralph K. Jones, librarian of the
University, is actively interested in the cam
paign and is doing effective work in many of
the smaller towns. •
Mrs. Ashcraft, wife of Prof. Ashcraft of
Colby College, is chairman of the campaign
committee in Waterville and Mrs. Mary E.
Cooper, dean of the young women's division of
Colby, is giving her entire time to the cause
of suffrage until the election on Sept. 10.
President George C. Chase of Bates College
has long been an ardent supporter of equal suf
frage and is a member of the state suffrage
campaign committee. His son, Prof. George
C. Chase, is also strongly in favor of the
ballot for women, and his wife is officially con
nected with the Lewiston and Auburn Equal
Suffrage League. Dr. F. D. Tubbs of Bates
is a firm believer in suffrage, and has often
spoken upon the subject, and Mrs. Tubbs is
vice-president of the local league. Dr. A. W.
Anthony, a former member of the Bates faculty
and one of the best known educators in the
state, is deeply interested in the ballot box for
women and frequently gives addresses upon the
subject.
Dr. F. E. Woodruff of Bovvdoin College is a
strong supporter of the cause and is always
ready in any way possible to help the campaign
committee. Mrs. Woodruff is chairman of the
Brunswick committee and is doing much for the
movement in that section of the state.
Miss Florence M. Hale of Augusta, agent for
the rural school section of the state depart
ment, is in favor of suffrage. Miss Nellie E.
Brown of Bangor, the leading kindergartner in
'
the state, believes in the ballot for women.
Miss Anna E. Coughlin, principal of the Rock
land high school, who is prominently known in
school circles, is devoting her summer to suf
frage and is having remarkably fine success in
open-air and indoor meetings.
To Maine Granges
(Continued from page 246)
for women to represent them at the polls, and
that government without the consent of the
governed is undemocratic and tyrannical.
Patrons of Maine let us be true to the
principles of the Order, and see to it that
the rights of women in Maine are not denied
through fault or neglect of ours, but rally to
the polls on the 10th day of September as
one, in support of this just and humane
amendment to the constitution of Maine.
Fraternally yours,
(Signed) O. Gardner,
Past Master of Maine State Grange.
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However You May View It
women, and this fact gives rise to
the question if there is a valid reason why it
should not be adopted because a proportion of
the sex are not in favor of it. Perhaps it will
help some to remember that the ballot is a priv
ilege of slow growth which has taken centuries
to be accorded to, and accepted by, all men. But
gradually it has been extended untU universal
male suffrage under a free
constitution has been estab
lished in every democratic
government. The prin
ciple is recognized as right,
and all male citizens have
been given the vote, re
gardless of whether they
view it as a right, a duty
or a nuisance.
"Having been extended
to include all men it is
now proposed to extend
the right of voting to all
women. But however in
dividual women regard the
ballot the real point is
whether it is right in prin
ciple that woman should
have a hand and voice in
the government as well as-
man.
" After almost a cen
tury of discussion and
argument equal suffrage is
the law in a great many
States because the male
citizens of those States
were convinced it is
woman's right to exercise
the privilege of voting. It
is now for the men of
Maine to decide at the Sep
tember referendum whether
they, too, are so minded.
1-rom The Argus's vantage point, according to
the weight of expressed opinion, it appears very
much that the answer will be in the affirmative."
—Portland Argus.
have the opportunity and that this omission is
"A Danger to the Republic," the Lewiston
Journal says :
"The anti-suffragist objects to women's vote
because it doubles the vote without doing any
good (as though they knew what the great
mysterious future holds for universal su-
frage) ; that it costs more money; that vot
ing is arbitrary ; and that it is right to restrict
the intelligence of women is discounted, or the
standard of American citizenship is assailed.
"
Voting is not a matter of expediency, of
privilege, nor solely of duty. It is a right of
citizenship which comes today from having
reached one's majority, of having acquired an
established residence and consists in seeing to
it that the right is secured by proper registra
tion.''—Brunswick Record.
Maine Will Do Its Bit
" Now that we are face
to face with a world war
and the inevitable deple
tion of our male voting
population, it must occur
to all that, especially in the
rural towns, we are need
ing a re-enforcement of an
intelligent, high-minded
voting strength. We vote
upon that issue in Sep




a vow in Heaven that,
this year, in the interest
of justice and equity, and
the needs of the hour in
this crisis of the world's
history, Maine will man
fully do her bit and en
franchise women."—Bridg-
ton News.
Left to right :
A GROUP OP SUFFRAGE ORGANIZERS IN MAINE
Miss Eudora H. Ramsay, Miss Lola C. Trax. Miss Gertrude Watkins.
Jeanuette S. Greve, Mrs. Albert McMaboD.
it. And yet in this peculiar instance the reduc
tion of the size of the vote is a danger to the
republic. How odd ! "
In Spite of Opposition
"
Woman's suffrage, in spite of the opposition
of the politicians and the ' Anti ' and the indif
ference and lukewarmedness of some women,
is forging ahead and making undeniable
progress toward its goal. Those men who pro
fess not to see merit in the woman suffrage
question, I am afraid, have not kept in touch
with the progress women have made, espe
cially in the past two or three generations." —
The Independent, South Berwick.
In commenting on an article circulated by
opponents of votes for women and purporting
to show that women do not vote when they
What a Maine Man Prefers
" Nearly every Maine man would prefer to
have his mother, wife or sister go to the polls
to express her interest in the government which
makes the laws which control the acts of her
self and her children, rather than have her
participate in public affairs by the exercising of
what is styled ' non-partisan power.' Over
eight and a half millions of American women
can go to the polls at the next presidential
election. Shall the women of Maine who want
to vote be denied this right?
" When a man or woman decries equal suf
frage it is frequently the case that a blow is
actually aimed at the principles of democracy,
John Kendrick Bangs
(Continued from page 246)
want to vote or not. I
know a lot of them who
do want the vote, and I see
no reason why those who do
want it should be deprived
of it because there happen
to be another lot of women
who don't. Most men
Mrs. don't want to go to the
trenches, but millions of
them have gone just the same. Most of us don't
want to serve on jury, but we've got to do it
when we are called. There are heaps and heaps
of things that I don't want to do, but if I am a
good citizen I must do. The fact that we don't
want a thing means absolutely nothing. The
Kaiser probably would say that he doesn't want
to be thrashed, but that doesn't mean that a good
licking would not be good for his soul. When
a woman says to me that she doesn't want the
vote my answer always is, ' Well, Madame, you
ought to want it, and sooner or later you are
going to get it, so why not now?
" The thing is coming as surely as is tomor
row's sun, and in my judgment the sooner we
get it the better, not only because we shall have
settled a question that is breeding a deal of
unnecessary acrimony in the world, but that we
shall thereby have taken another step forward
in the full democratization of the race."
